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On Oct. 26 in Guatemala City, two unidentified persons riding a motorcycle fired on a vehicle
driven by Byron Barrera, vice president of the Guatemalan Journalists Association (APG), and
general manager of the ACEN-SIEG news agency. Refugio Villanueva de Barrera, Barrera's spouse,
was killed. Barrera and a friend, who was not identified, were injured. Barrera, who has survived
several murder attempts, was wearing a bullet-proof vest, and was wounded in the neck and waist.
Journalist Adolfo Barrera, Byron's brother, said death squads were responsible. Attorney General
for Human Rights Ramiro de Leon said that all signs point to a resurgence of death squad activity.
According to de Leon, "certain elements in the military" have failed to understand their role in
a democracy. The official speculated that the murder attempt could be part of a plan to "create
confusion and establish conditions for disruption of the electoral process." An unidentified ACENSIEG source cited by AFP said the assassination attempt against Barrera was a "warning" by the
military to journalists. Between 1978 and 1982, many journalists fled Guatemala, including Barrera
who fled to Mexico where he founded ACEN-SIAG. In 1986, following the installation of President
Vinicio Cerezo, Barrera returned to Guatemala and served as director of the newspaper La Epoca.
In 1987, La Epoca was bombed, and Barrera once again fled the country. Under heavy security in his
hospital room, Barrera told a group of reporters to exercise extreme caution. He said that throughout
the day prior to the attack he was followed, and that he supplied Cerezo's public relations secretary
with the license plate numbers of the vehicles on his tail. The Latin American Press Federation's
executive committee, of which Barrera is a member, called on the Cerezo government to conduct a
thorough investigation. The Federation said the government was responsible for the perpetrators.
(Basic data from AFP, 10/26/90, 10/27/90)
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